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By Robin King
Features Editor
On the night of October 31, illfated American Eagle flight 4184
crashed in a nearby Indiana field.
Tragically, all68 passengers perished.
That night, all of America was deeply
saddened by the loss. But our own
small V.U. community was especially
saddened, as flight 4184 had taken the
young life of our friend and colleague, 1994 graduate Jose Calderon.
Before law school, Jose earned a
bachelor of science in aerospace and
aeronautical electrical engineering
from the University of Illinois in
Champaign - Urbana. On the morning of the crash, Jose was sworn into
the legal profession in Indianapolis.
His proud father, whose life was also
lost in the crash, had traveled with
him to be at the ceremony. Jose had
successfully passed both the Indiana
and the Illinois bars. He was to begin
work as an associate Tuesday morning at the law firm of Parillo, Wise
and O'Halloran in Chicago.
During law school, Jose was
President of the Hispanic Law
Student Association. He was an
Ethics teaching assistant, and also
spent many hours helping fellow students in the computing lab. He was
on the client counseling team. He
worked as a clerk in the City of
Gary's law department. Jose also
dedicated his time and energy to
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Graduation '94
Jose Calderon and Colleen Kritlow smile for proud friends and relatives outside the Chapel of the Resurrection.
PHaro COURTESY OF COLLEEN l<Rrn.OW

teaching students the martial art of
hapkido at Lakeshore Gymnastics.
Jose loved football and rugby too. In
an often competitive community, Jose
was always friendly and sincere, and
his attitude was reflected in everything he did. Everyone liked Jose.
Jose touched many lives at this
school and his presence here will not
be forgotten. Whether it be his leadership, his dedication to his studies,
or simply his warm smile and posi-

tive attitude, he will be remembered.
Professor Lind who had the fortune
of teaching Jose has recently said of
him "he really touched the hearts of
the people he came into contact with
and he was interested in giving back
to the community."
To honor Jose and his achievements, the law school has named a
student scholarship after him. Dean
Gaffney has stated that "the purpose
of this scholarship is to attract -stu-
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dents of Jose's caliber to the legal profession." The law school will also
hold a memorial service at 4 P.M. on
Wednesday, November 30 in Tabor
Auditorium of Wesemann Hall. The
non-denominational service will coincide with his birthdate at the request
of his mother, Eva. Jose would have
been 25. Jose is survived by his mother, his brothers, Danny, Peter, Bobby
and
fiancee,
Suzanne.
Jose's mother has stated that "even as
a baby I could see he was going to be
special." And Jose was special.
Rather than dwell on the untimely
tragedy of his death, we should celebrate the joy of his life. Perhaps it is
best to let go of how his passing has
saddened us and remember how his
life has touched us and even changed
us. Jose would want us to do that.
Jose's accomplishments can serve as
an inspiration to all of us. Jose was a
fine example to everyone who knew
him of what it means to be a good
person, a kind person, someone who
cared. And Jose was an example of
what it means to be a good attorney, a
decent attorney, one who spoke with
conviction and passion and intelligence. Jose was only 24, and his passing seems inexplicable, but there is
some redemption, maybe even comfort in knowing, that while we have
lost a friend, the heavens have found
an angel in Jose. He will be missed.
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Senate law seats considered

Campus Judiciary Board will have law school representation if case arises
ReneaGummo
Staff Writer
Law students have traditionally
not been represented on the
University Senate, the undergraduate
governing student body. This probably would be of no great concern
since the law school does have a parallel organization in the Student Bar
Association, if it was not for the fact
that the University Senate has the
ability to review and adopt policies
that apply to students at the law
school. One such policy is the Sexual
Assault and Harassment policies outlined in the Student Handbook and
which according to Associate Dean
David Vandercoy, "apply across the
board to all students".
The University Senate consists of
one-third students and two-thirds faculty and administration. The law
school's only representation in this
body is on the faculty level. Professor
Bruce Berner currently holds the Vice
Chair seat. Vice President of Student
Mfairs Daryll Hersemann stated that

the "the representation issue has not problem of not being represented in the case never occurred and no law
been resolved". There is in progress a such proceedings. Last year when students were placed on the Board.
committee on the faculty level, there arose the possibility that a law
VP Hersemann ensures that "the
chaired by political science professor student may have been brought
A1 Trost that is reviewing the govern- · before the Campus Judiciary Board
SEE ADJUDICATION, PAGE 8
ing structure.
the issue of law school representation
As to law students being repre- was seriously discussed. However,
sented on the Student Senate no vote
or discussion of such measures has
occurred this semester.
VP
Hersemann said, "there appears nothing that would prevent law student
representation from occurring unless
the Constitution of the Senate disallows it."
VP Hersemann also
explained that historically "the Senate
was set up as an undergrad body to
The Jose Calderon Memorial Fund to benefit his mother and
deal with undergrad issues. You
family is underway with a local bank.
must also look at the reality that of
the 3000 plus students not many disAs this fund is presently in the planning stages, no further
ciplinary problems involve graduate
information is available as of this publication.
students. The undergrads are more
Once the fund is set up, envelopes will be available at varilikely to violate policies."
ous locations throughout the law school for those who wish to
If a law student is a victim or the
accused under the current sexual
contribute.
assault and harassment policy and
In the meantime, if anyone has questions, please contact
wish to pursue it through campus
Sharon Charbonneau, 465-7814.
disciplinary action they also face the

Memorial fund to

benefit Jose's family
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Letters to the editor

Upset about 'mind control' · phrase
To the Editor:
I am writing to express my
concern over what I consider an inappropriate mix of news and editorializing which surfaced in the most recent
issue of the Forum.
On page 3 of the November
1994 issue (vol. 25 no. 3), an article
authored by Tom Betker appeared.
The article was titled, "Henke
receives Human Equality award".
The text described a speech delivered
by Robert Henke, a pro-life litigator,
concerning his experiences relative to
that work as well as suggestions by
Mr. Henke concerning strategies
which can be used in the area of prolife litigation. The article also went on
to mention that Mr. Henke was
awarded Jus Vitae's annual Human
Equality Award for his work and
commitment in this area.
As part of the piece, the
author spent some time detailing a
particular case in which Mr. Henke
was involved. The details are
described in the article, so I won't
repeat them at this juncture. Mr.
Henke's clients lost at trial, and the
author describes the sentence which
was handed down. In describing this
sentence, Mr. Betker writes,
a one
and a half year jail sentence (which
11

...

was suspended), five hundred hours
of community service, and the
mandatory attendance of the defendants at an eight hour mind-control
seminar held by Planned Parenthood
on the virtues of abortion."
(Underlining added by me). It seems
to me, in describing the Planned
Parenthood seminar in that fashion,
Mr. Betker has stepped over the line
between news reporting and editorializing.
It is certainly news that Mr.
Henke was a guest speaker at our law
school. It is also news that he received
an award which, I'm sure, is significant to him and an honor to receive.
In fact, even the events described in
the text of the article concerning this
important case, although somewhat
"old" by some news standards, is
news, especially considering the ongoing struggle between the Pro-life
folks and the Pro-choice ones.
If Mr. Betker believed that the
Planned Parenthood seminar was
really called "an eight hour mind-control seminar", he could have cleared
up that wrong impression by calling
them and checking. I did. In fact, I
was told, it didn't have a name at all,
but was specially requested by the
judge to acquaint the "defendants" in
the case with the other work in which

Planned Parenthood is involved. It
seems to me that Pro-life demonstrators are well aware of the abortion
angle of Planned Parenthood; I suppose it was the services such as Papa
.smears, SID prevention, breast selfexams etc. which the judge wanted
them to be aware of. In fact, it seems
to me that Mr. Betker is well aware,
and was well aware, that his description of the Planned Parenthood program was a personal opinion that
somehow got mixed up in what was
an otherwise interesting news story.
It's not difficult to guess
where Mr. Betker's sentiments lie
with respect to this general issue.
Perhaps, he saw an opportunity to do
a little educating about his viewpoint.
I'm sure that when a person feels
strongly about something it's a real
temptation to try to get it across at
any possible time. And, I say, good
for Mr. Betker for caring about something. But, I'm afraid that what he
cares about just doesn't rise to the
level of "news", and I certainly would
urge the editorial staff of the Forum to
be vigilant about which stories go
where in the paper.
I think that it is news that the
losing defendants in that trial were
required to go to a seminar hosted by
Planned Parenthood. I think that it's

also news that, according to their educational department, no one showed
up.
Laurie Green

More letters to the
editor on pages
4, 8 and 10.
The Forum encourages
letters to the editor.
For more information,
contact the Forum
at 465-7831
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Stories were 'doomsday' editorials
view this as an inexcusable abuse of
his position with the Forum. The subI write in response to the caption on the newspaper states that
November 1994 issue of the Forum, in the Forum is "a student publication",
and though this paper may be written
which Christopher Hedges decided to
by
students of the Valparaiso
use his position as "News Editor" to
University
School of Law, I refuse to
lure students into reading a sensabe
considered
represented by such
tionalized editorial about SBA busibiased
"reporting"
as that of Chris
ness. I'm not sure why Mr. Hedges
Hedges
in
your
most
recent edition.
insisted on forcing his personal politiThe
writings
of
Chris
Hedges
seem to
cal agenda upon unsuspecting readbe
trumpeting
some
sort
of
political
ers, but I personally resent it. I .
believe strongly in freedom of the message under the guise of real jourpress, and I'm all for the reporting of nalism. It is my contention that if
legitimate news, but the labeling of Hedges is unable to control himself
his obviously biased account of the within his position with the Forum,
the senior editor must be responsible
student government's actions as
enough
to control him in his war
"News" is absolutely outrageous. I
To the Editor:

against the SBA.
A responsible journalist
should report both positive and negative news. Nowhere, in any of
Hedges' articles, have I read anything
about the student government's good
pro~rams, such as their Desi~ated
Driver Program or the Professor
Evaluations becoming available to
students. I would like to suggest that
Chris Hedges contain his "doomsday" editorializing for the editorial
page. The editorial staff of the Forum
should not allow tabloid journalism
to be printed under the heading of
"news".

The Forum's funding by the
Student Bar Association has always
been a source of controversy.
Looking at back issues of the Forum
from as far back as 1974, Forum editors have expressed deep concerns
about the lack of safeguards to insure
press freedom.
I stand behind my story,
"Forum funding reauthorized by the
SBA." The facts as presented are
those gathered from the meeting
between SBA Treasurer Daryl
Witherspoon,
SBA
President
Christine Drager, the Forum staff, and
concerned students. At that meeting,
Ed Hearn, Forum managing editor,
did not state that he hunted
Witherspoon down in the hallway to
say that the Forum could pay for its
first issue. Hearn stated that he

Commentary
sought permission to print the first
issue, not pay for it.
Regarding the paraphrase
that about only 14 percent of student
activity funds going to student
groups, this information was presented at an SBA administrative board
meeting open to the public.
Witherspoon said that $10,000 of the
$68,000 in student activity funds will
be allocated to student organizations.
This translates to 14 percent of the
budget. In my paraphrase, I sought
to present this information in a brief
and comprehensible manner. I attributed the information to its source.
As far as the paper not covering the SBA's good side, I assigned
writers to cover student government
stories, including the SBA's recogni-

Kristy Terhune ........... Layout Assistant
Bart Arnold .........Advertising Manager
Michele Murrin ...........Assistant Editor
EDITORIAL BOARD:
Mike Thompson .......... Editor Emeritus
Robin King ................... Features Editor
Christine Cutter .......... Activities Editor
Christopher Hedges .......... News Editor
Ed Hearn ................... Managing Editor
Frederick Techlin 11 .................. Editor

Bruce Parent

Reporters strive to provide context
By Christopher Hedges
News Editor

Gary Shupe, Chris Whitten, Jon Slagh,
Wendy Compton, Jeremy Sosin, Laurie
Green, Renea Gummo, Thomas Betker,
Troy Clayton, Colleen Kritlow, Tracy
Reilly, Patrick G. McCarthy, Professor
Laura Dooley, Cathy Muller, Charlie
White, and Mike Glisson.

tion in New Orleans (including a
photo), the Drunk Driver Initiative,
and Cardozo Cup, to capable writers.
These stories have appeared in the
paper. In addition to my coverage of
the SBA, staff writer Gary Shupe has
been more than helpful in providing
detailed coverage of the SBA's activities.
Being a good reporter takes
more than just acting as a tape
recorder for public officials' statements. It requires analysis and an
ability to explain the background of
the stories the newspaper is covering.
I will always strive to report in a way
that provides more than just the standard news release information. The
most important part of reporting is
not just the "who, what, where, when,
and how" - it is "why" the story is
important to readers.

The opmwns expressed in The
FORUM are those of the authors and
do not necessarily represent the views
of The FORUM staff, Valparaiso
University, the School of Law, its faculty. students, or the administrative
staff.
Please send correspondence to: Editor, The
FORUM, Valparaiso University School of
Law, Wesemann Hall, Valparaiso, IN
46383. (219)465-7831. Fax: (219)465-7921
Letters to the Editor should be limited to 400 words and
must be signed by the author. At the discretion of the
Editor, the author's name may be withheld in extraordinary circumstances. Guest editorials and submissions
are welcome, through prior arrangement with the
Editor. Articles may be submitted to The FORUM
office, Room 202, Heritage Hall. Contributors may also
utilize The FORUM's floppy diskettes, which are on
reserve at the Law Library's Front Desk. The FORUM
encourages and accepts advertising. Rates are available
upon request. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles for punctuation, grammar, brevity, good taste,
accuracy, and libel. We are under no obligation to print
anything we receive. The FORUM is published monthly during the academic year. Subscriptions are available for $12 an academic year.

Copyright© 1994, The FORUM.
All rights reserved.
To the glory of God.
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Judge Vaidik speaks of justice system
By Ed Hearn
Managing Editor
On Tuesday, October 25th,
The Honorable Nancy H. Vaidik
addressed the V.U. community in the
Union's Great Hall. The Judge's visit
was sponsored by the V. U. College
Republicans, Alpha Kappa Delta, the
Sociology Honor Society, and the
Political Science Department. Vaidik
is Judge for the County Court here in
Valparaiso. Judge Vaidik indicated
that County Court's jurisdiction
includes Class D felonies, all misdemeanors, infractions, as well as civil
cases. Vaidik originally ran for Judge
of County Court three years ago.
Judge Vaidik graduated from
V.U. undergrad with a political science degree in 1976. She then completed her J.D. degree at V.U. School
of Law in 1980. The Judge indicated
that upon graduation, she joined a
local law firm whereupon she imme-

diately became swamped with what
she termed "women's cases." These
included rape and child abuse cases.
Vaidik indicated that originally she
disliked having to deal only these
types of cases, however, she soon
became determined to excel with the
cases assigned to her.
Vaidik next proceeded to the
ranks of deputy prosecuting attorney
and, following a period with the State
of Indiana, she went into private practice with her husband, She indicated
that upon entering practice with her
husband, it became very important to
insure that none of her clients knew
about the relationship between herself and her law partner. Vaidik indicated that the stigma of "the boss'
wife/' was the reason she kept her
last name separate that of her husband's.
Judge Vaidik proceeded to
address the four major problems with
the justice system in her eyes. The

first, the Judge explained, is the overcrowding in the courts,. The Judge
indicated that she has conducted an
informal statistical analysis of the
caseload in her own court. Vaidik
concluded that during any one day in
her court, she will dispose of 2 felony
cases, 10 misdemeanor, 15 civil cases,
37 infractions, and 6 probation violations. These numbers, the Judge
reflected, leave her with only three to
four minutes to make a decision in
each case. This, the Judge concluded,
can make it very difficult to determine the proper disposition of a case.
Next, the Judge indicated that
prison overcrowding is the second
major problem facing the court system. She reported the fact that federal
prisons are, on the average, 36 percent overcrowded and that state prisons are 18 percent overcrowded.
Consequently, Vaidik explained that
both the federal government and the
states are adopting alternative meth-

ods to deal with convicted criminals.
However, the Judge explained during
questioning, that many times good
programs can be scrapped because of
one failure in the program due to the
public outrage when it becomes
apparent that the program is imperfect.
Thirdly, Judge Vaidik
explained that the relationship
between drugs and alcohol is a major
problem facing the administration of
crime, The Judge indicated that
between 80 and 90 percent of the
cases she has come before her court
have wither alcohol or drugs related
to the case in some manner. The
Judge explained that she has adopted
a policy in her own court, that, as a
part of sentencing, V.U. students that
are convicted of minor alcohol
SEE

VAIDIK, PAGE 10

SBA and Forum discuss problems
By Gary Shupe
Staff Writer
The
SBA meeting of
November 7, proved to be anything
but business as usual as frustrations
between the members of the SBA
Board and the editorial staff of the
Forum spilled out into the open.
For several weeks there have
been disagreements between the two
groups about what type of financial
documents had to be submitted by
the Forum to SBA Treasurer Daryl
Witherspoon. Discussion became
heated several times throughout the
better part of an hour while this issue
was discussed.
Witherspoon complained that
the Forum had not turned over the
records it was required to as a committee of the SBA. Among these
financial documents, such as receipts
of expenditures and money taken in
(through fund raising, for example),
SBA committees are required to hand
over copies of all bank statements.
Witherspoon explained that
this was because committees, as divi-

sions of the SBA, must be held
accountable" for all money going out
and coming in. He argued that bank
statements assisted in this process.
It was not made clear
whether this requirement was a long
standing policy or a recent condition,
although it was stated that all committees had to comply.
Student organizations are not
required to do this.
Funding for the publication
costs of the first three issues has been
withheld because the Forum had not
as of the November 7 meeting turned
in copies of bank statements. The
Forum maintained that the requests it
had received for financial data had
been vague so it was continually
forced to make more submissions and
funding was delayed.
The Forum also stated that
the minutes of a previous SBA meeting that detailed what materials had
to be turned in, did not specify bank
statements. The Forum further asserted that the money in its checking
account had not come from the SBA
and that this money was used to pur11

chase supplies and the like. The
Forum contended that the only
money it requested of the SBA was
for the publication costs of the newspaper.
Members of the newspaper
feared that the Budget Committee
would take into account the money
the Forum had in the bank and use it
to offset the amount the newspaper
requested from the committee for
publication. If this was done the
Forum would be left without any
operating expenses.
After considerable disagreement and discussion, the two sides
agreed that if the Forum submitted
bank statements for the first semester
as were available by November 11,
the SBA would immediately pay for
the past due bills for the publication
of the Forum's first three issues. As
of deadline for this article, the editor
of the newspaper had submitted the
bank statements that were available
as of November 10, and assurances
were given by the SBA that a check
would be cut to pay the publication
costs.

This was not the only item on
the agenda at the November 7 meeting. Renee George, chair of the
Constitution Committee, reported
that further work on the constitution
was being put off until next semester.
This is to give the committee time to
research into the legalities of certain
sections of the constitution, and to
gather more comments and concerns
from students so a consensus can be
reached on any new amendments.
Treasurer,
Daryl
Witherspoon, reported that, minus
everything that had previously been
allocated, the SBA at present had a
total operating budget of approximately $8800. This amount did not
include over $1000 that is expected to
be paid back to the SBA from student
organization fund: raisers. AT the
November 7 meeting,the SBA voted
to additionally allocate nearly $500 to
three different organizations for
speaker events. The allocations are as
followed: Il.S, $220; SELA, $183; PDP,
$80.47. . .

What's happening between SBA and Forum
By Laurie Greene
Staff f Writer
What the heck is going on
between the Forum and the SBA? It is
the oldest political story of all time; an
age old tension which appears to exist
between the government and the
press.
Here are the facts: the Forum
(as of the date this story was written)
hasn't paid any of the bills for printing the paper. Why?
Because the SBA hasn't given
them the money. Why?
Because the SBA treasurer,
Daryl Witherspoon, hasn't seen the
Forum's bank statement. Why?
Because the editor of the
paper, Frederick Techlin II, hasn't
given it to him. Why does Daryl want
to see the bank statement? Because, as
he told this reporter, he feels that he
needs to be accountable to the student
body about how the Forum is spend-

ing its money.
Why hasn't Fred given Daryl
the bank statement? Because, when
Daryl first asked for an accounting,
Fred gave him a handwritten
accounting. Daryl gave it back, asking
that it be typed. Fred turned in a
typed accounting.
Then, Daryl asked for the
bank statement. Fred has indicated
that he will give the bank statement to
Daryl, but he also has indicated that
he feels that his integrity is under fire.
And, as Fred points out, none of the
other committees are asked to submit
bank statements.
According to Daryl, that is
because none of the other Committees
have ever had bank accounts. Now,
one of them does, and Daryl has indicated that they will also be required
to turn a copy of that statement over
to him. There is no information about
why some groups have bank accounts
and others do not.

During an interview on
November 9th, Daryl indicated that
he doesn't have a problem with the
Forum and is doing no more than he
feels he was elected to do; watching
the financial dealings of the paper. He
also stated that he had a better handle
on the financial affairs of the other
committees and student groups
because they often simply hand their
money over to him and be puts it in
the bank himsell.
During a regularly scheduled
staff meeting at the paper on the 8th
of the month, Fred indicated that
although he is troubled by the current
financial tension between the Forum
and the student government, he is
certain that it is coming to some conclusion.
Fred has also indicated that
he has been told by the SBA that they
are planning to appoint the Editor of
the paper. They point to the fact that
the Forum is a ~~committee" of the

SBA as described in Article 6, Section
3 of the current constitution. In fact,
the paper is described in that section
as the official" newspaper of the
SBA.
Revisions of the SBA
Constitution are currently under consideration. Article 6, Section 3 may be
one of the areas under consideration;
however, a copy of the current proposed revisions was not available at
the SBA office on November 9th. A
11

Editor's note: The Forum has
submitted the requested bank statement to
the SBA treasurer. According to the
SBA, the first printing bill will be paid.
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Letters to the editor
Witherspoon presents his side of the story
To the Editor:
The SBA has come under attack in
a series of articles written in the
Forum. I am most concerned because
it appears as if there is a motive
behind the negative publicity. An
article on page 10 of the November 94
issue entitled "Forum funding reauthorized by SBA" contained several
inaccuracies that should be noted.
Christopher Hedges wrote, "SBA
treasurer Daryl Witherspoon notified
Forum staff members last month that
the first issue would not be paid for
by the SBA when the printing bill was
submitted to the SBA because of a
secret
agreement
between
Witherspoon and Ed Hearn, managing editor. Hearn said there was no
agreement to pay for the first issue
from Forum funds."
Mr. Hedges has misstated the
truth. In a meeting held between
myself, Christine Drager, Ed Hearn,
Fred Techlin, Mike Thompson, Ann
Morgan, Michael Heyworth and Mr.
Hedges, Mr. Hearn admitted that he
hunted Christine Drager and me
down to tell us that the Forum staff
could pay for the first issue. "Why
was the agreement secret?" they wondered. It was secret because Ed
Hearn, the managing editor, did not
tell his staff that he sought me out
and told me that they had the money
to pay for the issue.
Mr. Hedges has also misquoted
me. Actually, he never even talked to
rri.e before crediting me with a statement in his article titled "SBA Closes
Meeting." "Only 14 percent of that
total will be allocated to student organizations, said SBA treasurer Daryl
Witherspoon" wrote Mr. Hedges. I
am disturbed. I am being quoted
falsely. Until this week, I had only
been interviewed once concerning my
duties. A gracious gentleman named
Troy Clayton sat down with me to
discuss my goals and obje~tives as
SBA treasurer. He printed a factually
correct article that gave insightful
information as to how the treasurer's
office should be run.
Why has the Forum misrepresented the SBA position in this way? It is
because Forum management wants
the paper to be automatically funded
every year without accounting for the
money that the Forum receives. I submit that the Forum should not be
funded until they account for all the
money they receive and spend. As a
committee of the SBA, the paper gets
almost automatic funding from the
money that you, the students, contribute to the SBA. The paper also
receives advertising revenues, subscriptions, and other contributions
yearly. The paper gets these funds
due to the fact that it is associated
with Valparaiso University and the
school of law. Since this money is
received because the paper is part of
the university, the money actually
belongs to the university and most
importantly the student body. Also,
the SBA constitution states that the
Forum is a committee of the SBA. All
SBA committees get full funding from
the SBA. As I stated above, this is
your money. The SBA should take an
account of all resources our commit-

What is going on with
the SBA and Forum?

tees have before funding them. If a
committee has received a donation
from an outside source that money
should be used by the committee to
perform its dedicated functions. This
To the Editor:
will leave more money for student
organizations. Because of their disAs a student who has generally
satisfaction with me and the SBA, the
felt
studies and other responsibilities
Forum's staff chose to lambaste
have
left little time for extracurricuChristine and me in 5 of 6 articles in
lar
activities,
I have appreciated and
the November edition. They conhave
been
grateful
for the time othstantly repeated the theme of the SBA
ers
i
our
law
school
invest in
trying to control the paper's content
extracurricular
activities,
particularly
and of the SBA trying to appoint the
those such as SBA and the Forum.
next editor. Neither the budget comThis semester some issues appear
mittee nor my office have ever been
to
have
developed that hinder, rather
concemed with controlling the con- _
than
promote,
the functioning of the
tent of the paper. We merely want an
Forum
and
the
SBA. In addition to
accounting of revenues and expenses
the
story
in
the
Post-Tribune on
to include bank statements and other
Saturday,
November
5, 1994, there
indicators of the paper's financial stahave
been
rumors
circulating
about
tus.
the
friction
between
the
SBA
and
the
The Forum's staff has raised severForum
ad
there
were,
it
seems,
very
al allegations to contend the presentainsulting personal attacks made by
tion of the information we have
an SBA member against Forum staff
req-dested. First they argue that the
at
the last SBA meeting.
paper's staff has never been required
From my perspective, Fred and
to present such information. This
the
staff have tried to do a very credmay be true. But, we are under a new
ible
job -- covering events, soliciting
administration that has to respond to
articles
from all viewpoints, and prothe concerns that we have been faced
viding
worthwhile
information. It
with. Our concerns were:
1. Ed Hearn told me that the
Forum could pay the cost of the first
a battle because it is sensationaL
issue of the Forum out of funds that What we are doing, as elected offithe paper held in its bank account. cials, is to operate your government
When the bill came, they denied hav- in a responsible manner, with
ing the money and Ed denied ever accountability for spending your
telling me that the money was in the money. In order for the Forum to
bank.
receive funding, it must disclose the
2. The Forum's staff purchased a information. "Can't we take their
fax machine that is similar to the one word for it?" No! My concern is that
the SBA purchased. The SBA fax cost out of all this bad press, no one will
$1300. The Forum's staff did not ever remember the liar; they will only
reveal where the funds came from or remember that my name along with
why two student fax machines were Christine's was attached to the lies.
really necessary.
They have displayed a lack of journal3. Initially, the Forum's staff istic integrity by blowing this issue
refused to disclose any financial infor- into a question of whether the SBA
mation.
was trying to control the Forum's conTwo questions remain unan- tent.
swered. First, why do SBA commitSince our last SBA meeting, Fred
tees, such as the Forum and the ABA Techlin has submitted the needed
Designated Driver Initiative, have information and I have authorized
bank accounts separate from SBA payment of the paper's bills.
funds? The accounts exist because
Please remember that Christine
the leadership of the committees and I are the only SBA members who
established the accounts. The estab- are serving the SBA for a third term.
lishment of these accounts does not It was our record of service that
relieve the committees of their
responsibility to account for the funds
they receive. The ABA committee has
not contested the disclosure of the
contents of its bank account and in
fact, has voluntarily given me the
information that they have.
Second, why did I retum the written accounting Fred Techlin first
offered for him to type and when he
returned with the typed accounting, I
then demanded a bank statement?
This is an inaccurate account of what
happened. When Fred handed in the
written accounting, I returned it and
asked for a bank statement at that
time. Fred typed the accounting and
then asked for the SBA copy card to
copy the bank statement. Christine
gave Fred a copy card, however, Fred
decided not to give me the bank statement.
This is not a personal battle
between the elected officers of the
SBA and the Forum staff. Many people would like to believe that there is

has been my impression that if something was lacking in the paper it was
because others, such as I, were not
willing to take the time to write and
submit it.
It would be very helpful if the
SBA and Forum could articulate what
exactly is going on. Have previous
SBA budgets really authorized payment for Forum issues that, for some
reason, SBA does not want to pay for
now?
Why is the SBA, apparently,
being confrontational (e.g. refusing
to accept only typewritten rather
than handwritten documentation of
expenses) rather than supportive of
the Forum's efforts?
It is hard to believe that the SBA,
as indicated in the Post- Tribune,
wants editorial control of the paper.
In fairness to all of us who pay our
activity fees and appreciate the
Forum and the SBA, please fill us in.
Lenore Heaphey

helped us to be elected. The other
SBA members are just as dedicated. If
there have been problems between
your organization and the SBA, we
have worked them out. I ask for your
continued support and ask that you
seek out the truth after reading the

Let us know if this paper
is serving your needs. If it is not,
tell us how it can be improved.

Forum.

Daryl B. Witherspoon
SBA Treasurer

Editors' Note: The paraphrase, 14
percent of student activity fees comes
from Witherspoon's statement at a
SBA meeting that student organizations would receive $10,000 of student
activity funds from the $68,000 total.
This figure equals 14 percent of the
budget.

Tell us what you
think of the Forum.
Call the Forum staff at

465-7831
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The Great Republican Mistake of ' 94
By Troy D. Clayton
Contributor
On November 8th, a so-called
"peaceful revolution" took place in
America.
Not only did the
Republicans take control of the U.S.
Senate, but the
House
of
Representatives as well. While many
Republicans view this as a great day
in our country, some are not so optimistic. I am one of those people who
has serious reservations about the
recent election. In fact, I view this
election as "The Great Republican
Mistake."
Why do I feel this way? The
answer is quite simple. Our country
has not seen enough despair. Let m e
explain this answer. Politics, like life,
is full of peeks and valleys. While we
have clearly started downward, w e
are not at the bottom yet. The country has not exp erienced t he full
impact of the lib eral agenda. We
have not seen the full extent of the liberal tax policies (you know the 50%+
tax rates; the VAT taxes; the sin taxes,
etc.) . W e h ave n ot seen the liber al
social p olicies (including universal
health care; abolishment of the manufa cture, s ale, and distribution of
firearms; federally funded condoms
in elementary schools; abolishment of
the sale of red meat, tobacco, and
popcorn, etc.). We have not even
seen the effects of Clinton's use of
short term bonds to finance the
nation's national debt (a fact which is

little know, but one that will lead to a
skyrocketing deficit in the coming
years). In fact, because the effects of
these policies have not been seen yet,
one tends to believe we have just
begun to descend down that into the
valley.
Now, without reaching the
bottom, our country is trying to climb
back up to the peek through the election of new politicians. This is something we cannot do. Why do I say
this? Again, the answer is simple.
Without seeing how b ad things can
be, we can never really know how
good the peek is. In fact, we w on't
even know when we've reach ed the
p eek. We will see the peek n ot for
what it is, but as a p oint on which to
build . In the en d, w e w ill strive for
something beyond the peek which w e
cannot attain; perfection.
What's w rong with striving
fo r perfection? The problem i s
twofold. First, it's something that is
unattainable. Second, in striving for
such a n oble goal, w e will only see
stagnation when we reach our peek
rather than the peek itself. In reaction
to what we v iew as stagnation, we
will again call for change. That
change, I fear, will lead us back to the
liberals and their agenda. This call
for the liberals will not kill us, or our
great country, but it will start us back
down the slope again.
What does this mean for the
Republicans? First, it means that they
can do everything right and still be
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voted out of office in two years
(assuming, of course, that they are
anowed to implement their platform).
Second, it gives Bill Clinton a chance
to portray himself and his party as the
only way to reach the top (in this case,
unattainable perfection), even after
we have peeked. Third, it means the
Republicans will have to wait another
forty years to give the power back to
the people.
What should the Republicans
have done? The problems associated
with changing the power structure in
Washington should have been recognized by the Republicans. They

should have let the liberals implement their policies so people could
have seen how low this country can
go. They should have waited two
years before they made their big push
for change. Now, the Republicans
can only hope that the people will see
the peek when we reach it, but I fear
that history will show the election of
1994 to be "The Great Republican
Mistake." .6.

•

Republicans gtve Billy a butt whipping

By Charlie White
Contributor
As I was doing my work as
Republican precinct committeeman at
the polls Tuesday, I write a song in
honor of Billy Clinton. It goes along
with the theme song of the "Beverly
Hillbillies."

Next thing ya' know Bill's losin' in
the polls,
He starts belly achin', he starts eatin'
rolls ...
Hillary shouts:"Hey Bill, stock markets 'place 'ya oughta be!"
So they gotta buncha steers, and
Tyson poultry.....

(Ode to the Lame Duck DopeSmokin' Draft Dodger)

"Politics of meaning", that is, tax evasion, health care reform ...

Let m e tell ya' 'bout a story about
man n amed Billy
An overweight hick who looked real
silly....

Invest in pharmaceuticals stock. .....

He was lookin' for a girl, he was
lookin' for a job,
Hold air traffic for a trim by Bob ....
Now Billy's runnin' with his big
white thighs,
He's thinkin' of some lies .. .
He's going for some fries .. .
Extra greasy, that is, deep fried, like
an Arkansas pig

The Capital Hill(ary)billies!!!!Yee
Hawwww!!!!
(Insert your favorite mouth-harp virtuoso)
It happened in front of everybody .... Billy Clinton and his liberal
toadies got the snot beat out of them
from every direction. After Billy lied
about the Republicans wanting to cut
social security, after Jesse Jackson
called Newt Gingrich a racist for not
wanting to have one American die in
a potential invasion of Haiti, and after

Dan Rather, Tom Brokaw, and Peter
Jennings used every slant possible
against the Republicans, they forgot
that the American people had yet to
speak. Although Billy tried to put a
spin on the election, saying that it
meant that the people wanted faster
"change" of the Bill and Hillary
brand, he still failed to get the point:
America does not want Billy Clinton's
brand of change.
I would like to remind everyone of a couple of things. First, the
national media tried every skewd
poll, every slanted remark, and every
positive photo opportunity of Billy to
show us that the Republican gains
would be minimal at best. The problem is that every independent poll
predicted the disaster. Unfortunately,
Dan Rather and company are not
engaged in reporting facts, but in
helping to manipulate American
opinion. It brought a song to my
heart as Dan Rather could only sit
back in horror as America was
washed in a sea of Republican victories . Even he could not ignore or
deny or put a spin on what was happening. Second, this was not simply
an anti-washington, anti-incumbent
revolt .. .it was a anti-democrat, antiClinton revolt. Not one Republican
incumbent was defeated.
SPEAKER Newt Gingrich's
influence is already being felt as he is
cutting one third of all congressional
staff positions to fulfill a "Contract
with America" pledge of trimming
down the machinery of Congress.
The great thing about this Congress is
that both Dole and Gingrich realize
that they might get thrown out in two
years and that they must actually
come through on what they

promised ..... they cannot become fat
cats like Dan Rostenkowski of the old
Democratic house regime, arrogantly
assuming that the American people
will re-elect them no matter how
much they lie, cheat, or steal. Instead,
the elderly may expect to be able to
earn more and still receive social
security. Regular families may see a
child tax credit, while investors could
see a decrease in the capital gains tax.
In 1992 George Bush said that
character mattered, and the American
people did not believe him. Well,
after fibbing to the American people
time and time again, after letting polls
lead his policies instead of he himself
taking the lead, it turns out that his
lack of character continued on
through the presidency. Billy's
incompetency has become a blessing
in disguise, as he has done more for
the Republicans' electoral efforts than
Ronald Reagan and Richard Nixon
put together.
People do want affordable
health care, not state nm care where a
bureaucrat takes away medical choices. People want to get tough on
crime, but they do not want to create
more jobs for social workers to make
the job of the police even more complicated. People were happy to see an
end to the cold war under the Bush
era, but they do not want to have our
foreign policy directed by the United
Nations under the Clinton era.
Finally, the American people did not
elect the new Congress to come the
center with Bill Clinton, for he is no
longer a factor, but they elected the

SEE BILLY, PAGE
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We'll Miss You

A true leader ...
By Patrick G. McCarthy
Class of 1994
The terrible news this week of the
tragic death of my fellow classmate
and friend, Jose Calderon, has been
not only a deep shock, but a cause of
an even deeper sense of loss and confusion. I feel I speak for so many of
my fellow V.U. classmates who knew
Jose, and in my conversations with
them, I can only say that we are all
wondering why such a calamity
would befall a young man as fine and
as promising as Jose.
After a year away form V.U.S.L., I
returned in the Spring of 1991 and
Jose was one of the first persons I met.
To be quite honest, I was a little
intimidated by this giant law student
in his eternal blue sweats who
seemed not only the very center of the
Clas~ of 1994, but also a kind of
enforcer: He dominated conversations in the Atrium, he expected other
students to participate in various
events, he often mediated interpersonal problems which seemed to
abound in our First Year class and he
was forever putting us little guys in
one of his inescapable headlocks. He
also seemed a bit too chummy with
the Profs for my blood. Good Lord, I
thought I had escaped bullies by the
time I left high school and shmoozers" by the time I left college. But as I
got to know both Jose and my new
First Year class, I discovered Jose to
be not only the most gentle of giants,
but one of the very best friendships I
found in Valparaiso. I know I am one
of many students and faculty who
share this view.
For those of you who never got to
know Jose, or for those of you who
are too new to have met him, all I can
say is that our profession has lost
someone who surely would have
made the kind of attorney or business
person we could all have looked upon
with admiration and respect. In the
competitive, difficult and often harsh
world of law school, Jose was a person who rose above petty politics and
reached out to everyone. He not only
studied very hard, but would always
include you in those studies if you
needed a boost. He rarely missed a
saw school party, and made sure anybody who partied a bit too much
never saw a steering wheel or the
ignition keys. And no football scrimmage match was complete without
jose.
More than anything, Jose was a
man of firm convictions: He defended his friends, treated people with
respect and stuck to his principals
and faith.
Jose was also very proud of his
Hispanic heritage and was active in
the Hispanic Law Association. I
recall when my folks came up to V.U.
for graduation last Spring, I introduced him to my Hispanic step-father
and the two immediately broke into a
staccato of Spanish banter. But Jose
was also very proud of simply being
an American citizen and sated so on
numerous occasions. He did not
manipulate or misuse his identity and
had little patience for those who did.
II

Jose was not afraid to look at all sides
of an issue and was no stranger to
arguing an unpopular point or two,
and who was brave enough to criticize his great, unabashed boldness? I
think these were just some of the reasons why I came to call Jose one of the
best friends I had in law school.
Quite simply, I believe Jose
Calderon represented a force for
unity within the small world of our V.

ose's fiancee, Suzanne, Jose an
olleen Kritlow.
PHOTO COURTESY OF COLLEN
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U. community. Whether talking to us
late at night at the front desk, visiting
a favorite Prof upstairs, or sitting at
Jackson's at his favorite table with a
Coke in one hand and waving you
over to him with .his other, Jose was
our silent, unelected leader. A leader
in the truest sense of the word: confident, conspicuous, determined and
dependable.
Why rotten things happen to good
people is an obvious cliche, but also
the most apt caption of my feelings at
this point. Sometimes we get fooled
into thinking that the better educated
we become, and the higher levels of
recognition we achieve, that somehow we rise above the common, violent fates of many men and are
immune to all sorts of quirks of
nature and mechanics. But big Jose's
death brings home many realities, not
the least of which is our own tenuous,
delicate existence on this blue world.
While the best we can hope for is a
silent, respectable passing in our
sleep at some npe old age, others ot
us must go quicker, younger and
more rudely. Sadly, I think God can
be rude in His inexplicable ways and
take from us those people we would
want as part of our lives for a very
long time. But I speak only of our
imperfect perceptions of fate, and
while I am sure Jose may also have
pondered these realities, I think God
has now shown him the courtesy of
His open gate, the bounty of His table
and the fullness of His knowledge
and understanding of all things we
cannot fathom. Confident in this, I
can only say good-by and farewell to
my friend and fellow classmate, Jose
Calderon.
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We Were Fortunate to Have Known Jose
By Cathy Muller
Over the years, many people
pass through our lives without considerable significance. But there are
some individuals who leave a special
impression and make you feel fortunate to have known them. Jose
Calderon was one of those special
people.
There are many reasons why
Jose was an exceptional individual
and one of them was his ability to
successfully involve himself in
numerous activities in addition to
attending law school. He was president of the Hispanic Law Students'
Association and he initiated
Valparaiso University's involvement
in the National Latino Moot Court
Competition. He was a teaching
assistant for the Ethics course, he participated in Client Counseling
Competitions, taught Hapkido (a
Korean martial art), worked on campus in the computer room, worked
for the City of Gary's Legal
Department, and was a recipient of a
public service scholarship. I think
that that was one of the remarkable
things about Jose-that he made time
to do so many things that many peo-

graduation
PHaro COURTESY OF COLLEEN KRITLO

pie never have time to do. There are
few people that are able to work as
well as be so involved in school and
community activities.
While competing in a moot
court competition with Jose, I began
to know Jose's good-natured humor
as well as his skills in oral argument
competitions. On the day that our
briefs had to be postmarked, our team
sped to South Holland in order to
take advantage of the extended hours
at the post office located there. After
finally sending off the briefs, Jose
treated the team to dinner in order to
celebrate our completion of the first

half of the competition. The more
challenging part of the competition
was still before us, as we began to
prepare for oral argument. After
many- practice sessions, we were
ready for the actual competition in
New York City.
As we sat at a table in the
courtroom waiting for the judge to
enter, we reviewed the arguments in
our minds. When the competition
began, Jose stood up and began to
present his argument. During the
first and the following rounds, Jose
presented many arguments to various
judges. He vigorously debated

judges when necessary, but was able
to maintain a steady tone and an
articulate and convincing style. At
the close of the competition, we forgot
our less than perfect responses to
judges' questions and celebrated our
successful arguments.
Even more important than
Jose's skills or achievements however,
was his willingness to help others, his
likeable personality, his ability to
make people laugh, and his kind
heart. These are qualities that are
never forgotten and remembering
them may help us realize how fortunate we were to have known Jose.

I Hope to Be More Like Jose
downtown, we decided to make a
stop at one of the bars in my neighborhood. I warned the group that
When I was asked to contribute to everyone knew each other at this bar,
the Forum's dedication to Jose and ·that it would take them a little
Calderon, my immediate thought was while to warm up to "strangers,"
that no words I could write, no matter especially a good-looking guy accomhow thoughtfully or careful~y select- panied by four girls. After chatting
ed, would be able to sufficiently for about an hour, we realized somedescribe the heartfelt loss shared by thing strange. Where was Jose? We
every person who was privileged to finally found him standing at the corner of the bar with my younger brothknow Jose.
Everyone who did know Jose does er and a group of some of my gramnot need to be reminded of his suc- mar school friends, talking and joking
cess in both the legal field and com- as if they had known each other for
munity affairs, his warm and caring years. Knowing my neighborhood, I
at first found that to be truly amazing.
personality, and the promising future
he had not only in his career, but also Then I remembered who I was dealin starting his family life. During ing with. That was just Jose's way
these last two difficult weeks, I have with people ....ALL people.
When we arrived at "America's
spent time with many of Jose's friends
who have shared with me their spe- Bar," the girls and I wanted to dance,
cial and personal memories of Jose. but the only space left on the floor
Hearing stories such as Jose taking was upon a raised platform. Jose
watched in amazement as we all
hours out of his schedule to help a
frenzied lL unscramble her appellate climbed up and started to dance. We
brief on the computer, or Jose literally never did get him on the dance floor
taking the sweatshirt off his back to that night, but we spent many hours
keep a faculty member's daughter laughing and having a great time.
warm at a football game, touched me Later, Jose informed us that he had
deeply and somehow helped me deal been trying to reach his fiance,
a little better with his death. I wish to Suzanne, on the phone. He was worshare with you the last memory I ried about her since she was driving a
have of Jose which seems to sum up
long distance home that night and
all the reasons why I thought he was should have arrived awhile ago. He
such a special person.
wanted to go home and make sure
Right before I left for the summer she was safe, but was also concerned
to study in Cambridge, Jose, Colleen about us getting home.
Kritlow (Class of 1994), Robin King
In fact, I remember having to prac(3L), Amy Beese (3L) and I decided to tically push him out the door since he
have a night out in Chicago. We all was so concerned that he would
carne in different cars from different offend us by leaving. We assured
places and met at my parents house.
him we would take a cab home,
Jose insisted on driving downtown knowing he would not have a good
since he didn't want his "harem" (as time while worrying about Suzanne.
he jokingly referred to us since he Before he left he made us promise
was the only guy) to have to worry him we would be careful, and gave us
about driving home on our last night each a big bear hug ... Jose style. He
that we would be together for the
said, "Oh, and if anyone messes with
summer.
you, just tell them that that big guy
Since it was too early to head standing below you holding four

By Tracy Reilly
Class of 1995

purses and drinking a diet coke will
be right back, and they'll have to deal
with him!" We all laughed and
watched him walk out the door.
I didn't plan on that night being
the last time I saw Jose. In fact, we
were all going to have a similar celebration in Chicago this month when
he and Colleen were to be inducted
into the Illinois bar together. As I
look back to that night, I can't help
but to think that I should have spent
more time that night talking to Jose
than dancing, or that I should have
concretely preserved in my memory
every funny thing he said or cute
thing he did, or that I should have
just plain told him what a great guy I
thought he was.
Robin, Amy, Colleen and I have
often spoke of that night in Chicago
as being one of the most fun times we
had over the entire summer. I do feel
some comfort in the fact that I will
remember Jose in the way that I am
sure he would want all of us to - in
truly appreciating life and enjoying
the company of his friends.
As we students and faculty filter
through this school every day consumed by our daily chores of preparing homework or lectures and meeting frenzied deadlines, I do not think
we realize exactly the impact we have
on each other's lives. Unfortunately,
it took the death of a great friend for
me to realize just how much the people at VUSL m~an to me.
As I ride out the final days of my
education here, I hope that I will be
more able to cheer a friend who is
having a rough day; I hope that I will
devote more time to getting to know
my classmates in more personal ways
than just sitting next to them in lecture; I hope that I will be able to counsel my friends with a problem or just
be there as a shoulder to lean upon.
In short, I hope that I can be more like
Jose.

Remembering Jose . • • •
By Laura G. Dooley
Professor of Law
Jose Calderon was not the kind of
student who remains anonymous in
the classroom. Right from the beginning of our Civil Procedure course in
the fall, Jose was a leader, challenging
the class to look at procedure issues
with a critical eye, and always to be

alert for injustice. Again in the course
on Complex Litigation, Jose frequently led discussions, with faimess as the
principle informing his analyses.
Outside the classroom, Jose was
equally unforgettable. We had many
fun and lively discussions about all
kinds of issues. I remember last
spring, when I was teaching a course

on feminism and the law, and Jose
was often part of spillover discussions
from class. He was convinced that
what we needed to do in the course
was teach self-defense techniquesempower the people!
For those of you who never got a
chance to know personally this warm
ana wonderful person, I hope that he

doesn't seem anonymous to you. Jose
was an incredibly special person who
was in the process of changing the
world here in this life, and he perceived the law as a worthy and effective vehicle for change. As long as we
are inspired by his memory to do the
same, Jose is with us, a very real presence.
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Closed meetings limit knowledg_e
By Christopher Hedges
News Editor

Commentary

Reporters and government
officials have always viewed each
other with suspicion. This has been
true from the earliest days of our
country and continues to this day. It
is just another part of the lives of
political leaders and reporters across
the nation and the world.
Recently, the Forum came
under attack for printing a news story
about the closure of a Student Bar
Association meeting.
I stand behind my story,
"SBA Closes Meeting." The facts as
presented are true. The meeting was
closed to students. SBA President
Christine Drager distributed campaign literature with open meetings
as a plank in her platform last year.
The quote attributed to Drager was
taken from April 1994's edition of the

Forum.

The story was not "tabloid
journalism," as was suggested by a
flyer posted in the hallways of
Wesemann Hall. Instead, this is a
story about the closing of a Student
Bar Association meeting and how it
related to a campaign promise that
was made last year.
The government, including
the student government, is only effective when elected leaders are held
accountable for their actions. The job
of a newspaper is to cover the news
that readers are not able to observe
for themselves. Another function is
to be a i/watch dog" of government
action.
Indiana has an open meeting
law that applies to government meet-

ings. Although it does not apply to but accurate reporting ori our elected
student government meetings at VU, ' officials' actions, not as "tabloid jourthe spirit and ideals of the law should nalism." Our function and goal is to
be followed to insure representative provide students with timely and
news worthy information about the
government.
Closed meetings hamper the activities of their representatives.
An adversarial relationship
press' ability to cover the news and
dissuade students from attending exists between the press and the govSBA meetings. My four years as an ernment. This does not mean that we
Indiana University journalism stu- have to be uncivil or resort to malident taught me to be wary of govern- cious personal attacks.
It does mean that we can
ment secrecy.
"The serious information- offer each other constructive criticism
gatherer should fight every time a in an effort to make our law school
public body attempts to close even a community a better place, in as much
portion of its gatherings to the peo- as the SBA and the Forum can work
ple," according to the journalism text- toward this goal. Working together
book, Uncovering the Ne-ws. "As both to build on our successes and correct
a citizen and representative of the our failings, we can all contribute to
public who has the right to know the the law school community in a way
public's business, be ready to chal- that will enrich our own lives and the
lives of others around us. A
lenge and complain."
I hope that future stories of
this nature can be viewed as tough,

Law school to be represented on J-board
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law school will have student and faculty representation" this year. When
a hearing is necessary and the matter
at issue is referred for adjudication
the Judiciary Board is selected from a
pool of members nominated out of
the Student Affairs Office. The policy
is open-ended as to how many people
can be placed in the pool. The pool
will include at least one law faculty

and one law student who depending
on the issue under review may or
may not be placed on the board.
If a law student is involved in the
action law representation will be present. However, in issues dealing with
only undergraduates it is at the judgment of the Student Affairs Office
whether law representation would be
needed.
On another level in an effort to
help sensitize faculty and administrators at the University to the issues of
Sexual and Racial Harassment,

President of the University Alan
Harre has instituted a training program under the leadership of
Assistant Provost Renu Juneja. "The
aim of the program", according to Dr.
Juneja, "is to sensitize the faculty and
administrators to the issues involved
in dealing with students and other
faculty who are victims of such
assault or harassment and with those
who are accused of such actions." It
also makes them aware and clarifies
the policies that are in place concerning these issues.

Professor Rosalie Levinson is a
member of the panel presenting the
program. Several of the law school
faculty, Professors Jack Hiller and
Linda Whitton, Law Librarian Mary
Persyn and Assistant to the Dean
Mary Moore will attend. Dr. Juneja's
hope is that "these people will take
back what they have learned" and aid
in the relations between faculty and
students as to the issues of sexual and
racial harassment. A

Republicans give Billy a good 'ol fashioned butt whipping
BILLY, FROM PAGE
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new congress to bring change of a different kind.
Fleetwood Mac, Barbara
Streisand, Arsenio Hall, Rob Lowe,
Kurt Loder, Patricia Ireland(of
N.O.W.), and Jane Fonda can all pre-

pare for a harsh reality ... Americans
may like your music, your humor~ or
your movies~ but when it comes to
political thought, you haven't a clue
what Americans feel or go through in
their daily lives. So to you, I will
quote my most hated Fleetwood Mac
song:"Don't stop, thinkin' about
tomorrow. Don't stop, It'll soon be
here ... " Tomorrow is the end of this

complete joke of a co- Hillary-Bill
presidency in 1996. Tomorrow is the
final nail in the coffin of the old welfare-state liberal democratic party.
They must either become truly "new"
democrats or their party will splinter
between the dixie-crats, the black caucus, the gays rights advocates, the liberal elite like the Kennedy and the
Daly families, feminists, and orga-

nized labor. I think its hilarious
because those people that like to sling
words like racist, bigot, and fascist at
people that don't agree with them
need not worry about people like me,
but now they will have to worry
about the majority of Americans.
So am I going to gloat for a
while .... you bet I will... .A

Letter to the Editor

Majerek explains tirade at SBA meeting
To the Editor:
This is an open letter to my
fellow students, the faculty, and the
community here at VUSL.
On November 7th, at a SBA
meeting I had an outburst, or a tirade
if you will, regarding certain perceptions I had of past actions of the
Forum staff.
My intent was to bring the
animosity that exists between the SBA
and the Forum to a screeching halt. I
had hoped to educated by example,
i.e.: by holding up a mirror; by saying
"Here, do you see how ugly this is?
Well, we think what is going on, on
your side of the desk, is just as ugly."
I failed miserably, but my
inability to persuade was not my failure. I lost the battle; I didn't ~ake a
dent in the war; and I lost a bigger,
more valuable possession - something even more dear than any political cause - a piece of myself.
I learned a valuable lesson, in
that we can't become that which we
are against in order to change or
defeat that other force. Particularly, if

that other force is truly worth battling
against. Prostituting your principle in
order to achieve any goal makes it
hard to wake up with yourself in the
morning.
My apology is necessary, at
one level, because I offended my representation of the student body. I was
elected to the position of class representative with the student body's
understanding and, I am sure, hope
that I would take the moral and ethical high ground in all of my representations on their behalf.
Instead of persuasive advocacy, I believe fear dominated and I am
not proud of that. I am here to be
trained to use legal logic and reason,
instead I let emotion rule, thus defeating my argument. In dissecting
whether I allowed anger or fear to
take over my reason, I remember
hearing that the difference in both is
simply one of degree - it's a fine
line. I think most of these kinds of
actions~ as well as most if not all control issues are fear based. Whenever I
am angry I try, but often forget, to ask
myself what it is I am afraid of.

Lawyers should not let fear get the
best of them- that is where preparation comes in. I would have been better served as would be the community had I better prepared.
My apology is also necessary
on another level: In my ranting I used
language that was foul and pointed
my index finger at many. I did not
intend to injure any reputation, or
diminish the esteem, character,
respect, good will, confidence, or
excited derogatory feeling or opinion
about any individual. I was attacking
a situation. To those present and
those mentioned I do truly apologize.
Trust me when I say the larger damage done was more injurious inwardly and personally in the spiritual
sense. The sense of self is hardest to
reestablish~ repair, and heal. The
moral bankruptcy that one feels when
stooping to a level which compromises his or her own principles is no less
embarrassing or devastating than economic bankruptcy. It is maybe more
so because the economic situation can
sometimes be excused due to outside
forces.

I believe my purpose and
motivation was just and correct, but
that the action left dead in its wake
and, in the sense discussed above,
attempted spiritual suicide.
My resolve is to move on and
attempt to better represent those who
placed me in my political position
and reestablish a better relationship
with the community. I truly believe
that the worst things that I have ever
done in my life turned out to be the
best things that have ever happened
to me because I usually grow from
them; learn from them (I've had a lot
of education), and hopefully I don't
have to repeat those mistakes again.
I again apologize to all affected and it is my most desirous hope
that there can be healing between
both the SBA and the Forum, those
affected by the situation1 and within.

Jeff Majerek
SBA 3L Representative

Editor's Note: How about a statement

that everything you said was false?

No\·cmhcr/Dcccmbcr llJlJ-t.

To the ~lur~ of God.
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A history of 'censorship'
By Frederick Techlin IT
Editor
Many people have asked me
to explain what is going on between
the SBA and The Forum. Because of
this, I will do my best to explain in
this article, and I will start from the
beginning.
I agreed to become the Editor
because I was interested in the graphic design of the paper and because I
was assured that the political battles
of the past were behind us. It is my
understanding that the most severe
battle took place two years ago, thus
only 3L students would remember it,
and unfortunately some of them seem
to want to relive it.

A number of people saw
the proposed revision
posted on the SBA bulletin
board, including a
Post-Tribune reporter.

The Forum, at its inception,
was a student group. Its constitution
lists it as a student group, and we
operate as a student group. At some
time in the past, apparently because
there was a conflict between the
paper and the student government,
the SBA amended its constitution to
say that The Forum was an SBA committee. Nonetheless, The Forum continued to operate as a student group
unaware that the SBA had changed
its own constitution.
Two years ago there was a
large political battle between the conservatives and the liberals. The
Forum staff consisted mainly of conservatives and the SBA of liberals,
therefore the two groups were hot
participants in the battle. Also, the
Editor-in-chief of The Forum at that
time was a strong believer in free
speech,
maybe
too
strong.
Everything was printed, and sometimes the articles were very personal.
The situation was somewhat out of
hand.
At this time, the Editor was
informed that the SBA considered
The Forum to be an SBA committee,
and since the SBA president appoints
all the committee chairs, the SBA was
going to pick the next Editor. The
then Editor, Dan Buksa, showed the
SBA The Forum's own editorial succession policy; and since this policy is
very reasonable, the SBA decided to
use it in picking the next Editor.
Unfortunately for the SBA, the only
person
qualified
was
Mike
Thompson, another conservative.
Not wanting to actually approve
another conservative, the SBA voted
not to intervene, and The Forum
picked its own Editor.
Apparently, at this time, the
SBA executive board amended its bylaws to allow for, and even compel
closed meetings.
Mike Thompson was the
Editor last year, and there weren't
very many personal attacks in last
year's issues. Unfortunately, certain
members of the SBA took issue with
the content of the paper. In January,
the SBA refused to pay for the first
issue of the paper for the Spring

semester because of content. This
broke a long tradition of the SBA
retroactively funding each semester's
first issue. The reason the SBA
always retroactively funded the first
issue was because the SBA budget
process is slow and it also gave the
paper an opportunity to report on
that process.
The SBA had begun to use its
most powerful weapon against the
paper: money. This was hard on
Mike Thompson because the SBA
refused to discuss the real issue,
which was content. Instead, he was
informed off the record, that the
paper was too expensive, but that it
would be less expensive if there were
fewer articles on abortion. (Ed Hearn,
who was president of the pro-life law
student group, was one of the big
contributors. At this time, Ed was not
a member of The Forum staff). Also,
since the SBA wouldn't focus on the
content of the paper, the debate was
shifted to the integrity of the Editor
and his dealings with The Forum's
finances.
This was a serious turn of
events because a fellow student's
integrity was being questioned, which
can be career threatening, and that
wasn't the real issue. The content
issue seemed to be a carry over from
the previous year's battle.
Once again, these issues were
pushed under the table as the SBA
agreed to pay for the first issue, and
The Forum continued on as usual.
However, Mike Thompson
felt that it was time to bring new
blood in so that these old animosities
could be forgotten. He informed me
that Christine Drager, who looked
like the next president elect, had
promised him that the SBA would not
try to pick the next Editor, and that all
I would have to do was put a paper
together. I agreed because I felt that it
would be an exciting challenge to
raise the quality of the paper by
focusing on interesting stories and by
putting those stories into an attractive
format. I also felt that the SBA would
be cooperative because Christine had
run on a great platform of openness
for a new SBA.

The SBA had begun to use
its most powerful weapon
against the paper: money.
It was with this attitude that I
began my term as Editor.
Realizing that the SBA had
refused to fund the first issue of the
paper last semester, I sent Ed Hearn,
my Managing Editor whom I trust, to
simply inform both Christine Drager
and Daryl Witherspoon (SBA president and treasurer respectively) that
we were going to print the first issue
of the paper. I did this because I
wanted absolutely no problems with
funding.
Ed, Daryl, and Christine are
all veterans of the big war that was
fought two years ago, however. I
don't know what was said between
them, but I believe Ed when he tells
me that he did not promise to pay for
the first issue of the paper. I don't
believe that he would unilaterally
surrender our money to the SBA.

After this, I wrote up a very
detailed budget to submit to the SBA
budget committee. It asked the SBA
to pay the printing costs for four
issues for the fall semester; it listed
the items I planned to spend our own
fund-raiser money on, such as pens,
paper, and pizza; and it also said that
our bank account which contained
this money was dangerously low.
At our budget hearing, I stated that I had no problem in making a
full disclosure of all the items we purchased with our own money. Based
on this, the full SBA agreed to pay
our printer for the cost of paper and
ink for four issues for the fall semester.
At this time, however, I
began to realize that the basic structure of our student government is
flawed. By this I mean that the same
people who make the laws, also interpret and implement those laws.
Every time we got an appropriations
motion through the SB.A, when it
came time to pay the printer, Daryl
said his intent behind making the
motion was different than anyone
expected. I was at his mercy.
Treasurer Witherspoon put
me through a lot of degradation
before he finally ok' d the administration to pay Home Mountain
Publishing. A typical exchange
between Treasurer Witherspoon and I
was the flap over whether The
Forum's accounting would be typed
or not: But it's clearly legible, it's
initialed by me, and even most professional ledgers aren't typed," and
his response was, "You can either
type it, or I can hold on to it until you
decide to type it." Needless to say,
this type of activity went on for three
months, two SBA votes, and countless
hours of wasted effort until midNovember. I'm sure that Bureaucrat
Witherspoon feels he was doing his
job, but I think he pursued it a little
too zealously.
(I don't fault him with the
fact that he has to make, interpret,
and implement the same law. It's just
that it's too easy to abuse that power,
and it's no wonder that he is the only
one who seems to understand what
the law" is).
11
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I finally decided that this
group needed to resist and draw a
clearly defined line somewhere where
others could see it, so that Bureaucrat
Witherspoon couldn't cross over it.
Otherwise he would have taken complete control over all our administrative functions. That is, after all, how

all the other "committees" do it, and
he would have been just doing his job
(of making, interpreting, and implementing the law).
It should also be noted that
The Forum never sees one dime of the
students' activity fees. The only
money we have control over is the
money we raise through our own
fund-raising efforts. The student
activity fees go directly to Home
Mountain Publishing.

Even though this affair is
petty and it resulted from structural
flaws in the constitution, I still feel
duty bound to maintain the editorial
independence of this paper. My
biggest resistance was not in surrendering information, which I was glad
to do, but in surrendering our independence.
Administrative control and
editorial independence are two inextricably intertwined concepts. You
really can't be editorially independent
unless you have some semblance of
financial security. This was clearly
demonstrated last year by the SBA's
attempt at content control.
That is also why I am very
concerned about our inclusion in the
SBA's constitution. The SBA constantly refers to The Forum as its
committee. Because of this 11 Status"
they apparently feel that they can
slowly but surely take over all functions of the paper, including content
control. As long as they think of us as
a committee, we are in jeopardy. The
fact alone that the SBA considers us a
committee, and encourages people
who may have problems with the
paper to talk to them, shows that they
are interested in control.
This year they are again revising their constitution. This year's first
revised constitution explicitly put The
Forum's content at the discretion of
the SBA administrative board. This
constitution was posted outside the
SBA office. A number of people saw
it up there, including a reporter for
the Post-Tribune.
This concerned me because
Daryl and other SBA members were
already beating me over the head
with the fact that they consider us to
be a committee and what a ~~privi
lege" it is, (two years ago The Forum
staff was unaware of that provision),
this new provift)ion was posted, it

SEE CENSORSHIP, PAGE
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seemed ready to go up for a vote, and
no one had said anything to me or
The Forum staff.
This; coupled with the fact
that threatening statements were
made about the SBA seizing ~
Forum's office, equipment, and bank
account; genuinely alarmed me. Jeff
Majerek, a prominent member of the
SBA constitutional committee, constantly told us that the SBA controlled
our office and paid for our computer,
and that he thought the paper was too
pro-life. Renee George, chairwoman
of the SBA constitutional committee,
expressed genuine concern that this
might happen if The Forum was no
longer under the protection of the
SBA in a telephone conference I interview Sunday night October 23, 1994.
At the time, I decided not to print her
remarks because I felt that they might
embarrass her if taken out of context.
My impression was that her remarks
were reflective of her committee, and
that she was genuinely concerned for
the safety and continued existence of
The Forum.
With regard to administrative
functions, it is true that after I turned
in our requested accounting, Daryl
then demanded a ~ accounting
and a bank statement at the same
time. But after I offered to provide a
bank statement and a written
accounting, and then a bank statement and a typed accounting, he said
that he also wanted receipts. Fin~y,
I told him that he wasn't getting a
bank statement; he then slammed his
books down and shouted obscenities
at me.
It had become painfully clear
that there would be no end to this
runaround until the SBA had completely taken over all our administrative functions.
After Daryl's outburst, I
asked Christine, who was present, if
she wanted to discuss the relations
between the SBA and The Forum. (I
had been trying to meet with her for
over a month). She then confirmed
my fears by saying that the SBA
wanted to take over all administrative
functions of the paper and basically to
pick the next Editor. She said that
this would be more in line with our
status as a committee, and to this

effect, she asked me to amend The
To this effect, I had submitted
Forum's constitution to officially recproposed revisions to the SBA constiognize this new state of affairs.
tution that would recognize our staA few days later, George and
tus as a student group, and provide
Drager told me not to worry, that the free speech rights for all the groups.
constitution would be finalized at ·the
(Another good idea would be to
next SBA meeting, and that I
divide the SBA into three separate
shouldn't do anything until then. In branches; some system of checks and
the meantime, an article appeared balances would better serve the stuabout this conflict in the Post-Tribune. . dents' needs).
At the next SBA meeting, the constituAs Editor of the paper, I
tion was put off until after Christmas believe that I can settle for no less
break.
than those first two propositions. I
am bound by The Forum's own conNonetheless, during this
stitution before the SBA constitution.
meeting, this year's SBA promised
I believe that each student group is
not to seize our equipment, office, or representative of the active members
bank account; and we set up a clearly in that group, and that each group's
defined procedure whereby Daryl status, schedule of activities, and conwill authorize the school to pay the stitution should be determined solely
printer. It took 11/2 hours to do this.
by the members of that group.
The last item on the agenda
It's called freedom. (One
for this November 7th SBA meeting could also call it a form of federalwas a statement by 3L representative ism).
Jeff Majerek. Majerek was given the
floor, and he read a twenty minute.
Each group should be
prepared statement denouncing The allowed to run its affairs in the way
Forum for being conservative, prothat it sees fit, even if it is a minority
life, and stupid {although not in such
group. I don't care if· the entire stunice words); and he personally
dent body thinks that The Forum
accused Ed Hearn and other staff should be a committee of the SBA;
members of the most vile atrocities
until they join this group and legitiand perversions known to man.
mately amend our constitution to
Majerek said that in his opinion this
make us a committee, then we are not
was all true. Ed had been silent
a committee. And I will actively
through most of the meeting, and had
resist all efforts to make or refer to
left early. Immediately afterward, the
The Forum as an SBA committee,
meeting was adjourned.
whether it be from the Treasurer or
Later, Renee George and
the SBA constitution.
Christine Drager invited Forum staff
Whether it is the federal govmembers to more actively voice our
ernment, a faceless unaccountable
concerns in the formation of any con- bureaucracy, or a student association,
stitutional provision that might affect it is the same tyrannical principle. It
us. They also said that the proposi- is part of the never ending struggle
tion for the SBA to approve the next between good and evil, between right
Editor was a fleeting consideration,
and wrong, between tyranny and
and that they weren't serious about it.
freedom. Having had to endure this
It is also possible that Jeff Majerek
will resign from the constitutional
committee.
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charges may be required to tour the
jail in order to view prisoners in custody. The Judge believes that this is
an effective method of deterring
repeat offenders.
The final major policy facing
the judicial system, in Judge Vaidik' s
eyes, is in the area of victim's rights.
Vaidik indicated that many times victims are left out of the criminal justice
system and that, at the very least,
courts should be informing crime victims of upcoming hearings related to
the case with which they are concerned. She indicated that it is very
important for victims to be able to
give import into the disposition of
these cases. The Judge also reported

Nonetheless, it is hard to
think that everything we have
worked and fought so hard for can be
taken away so easily by the SBA. So
much of my time has been wasted, I
regret becoming Editor, and I truly
wish I could resign with honor in
order to pursue my goals through
more productive avenues. This has
been a complete travesty.

*

Letter to the editor

Having provided this history,
I feel that I must also outline what

needs to be done in the future.
The Forum doesn't need to be
in the SBA constitution, The Forum
doesn't need any special "privileges,"
The Forum and the SBA are natural
enemies and shouldn't be the same
organization. A government already
devoid of checks and balances should
not be trying to exercise further control over this paper.

Judge Vaidik speaks at VU
VAIDIK, FROM PAGE

bureaucratic nightmare, I understand
why our founding fathers gave their
lives just for a chance to breath the
fresh air of freedom; to stand alone,
insecure but independent~ and not
having to constantly grovel and make
repeated petitions that serve no purpose other than to supplement the
stubborn arrogance and pride of
those so petitioned.
The Forum's constitution says
we are a student group, and we are
resolved to remain a student group
no matter what the SBA says. The
only people authorized to control the
content of this group are its members
and our publisher, Valparaiso
University; not the student government.
As it stands now, however,
the only way we can get our student
activity fees is through the SBA. I can
only hope that the SBA and its leadership will recognize that just because
the University has entrusted them
with our student activity fees, that
doesn't give them the right to dictate
the content or set the agenda for this
or any other student group.

that, in Indiana, the General
Assembly has been considering a victim's rights amendment to the
Indiana Constitution which would
expand the right afforded to the victims of crime,
The Judge concluded her
address by taking questions. These
varied from inquiries into local conspiracies, to her relationship with her
husband and the influence her profession has had on this relationship, to
whether dosed-circuit television
being used in criminal cases where
the victim is a minor violates the
accused's right of confrontation under
the United States Constitution. The
talk was followed with refreshments,
coffee, and a visit to the WLSKatherine Johns Show which was
being broadcast from the Union. A.

Forum wastes SBA time
To the Editor:
I assume the general student
body did not elect their S.B.A. representatives for the purpose of devoting
ALL of their time to only one group.
Unfortunately, some students (individuals involved with The Forum)
have tried to monopolize a lot of
YOUR representative's attention and
time. As students who pay activities
fees, you have a right to ask "WHY?"
December graduation, Law
Week, student organizations' needs,
the Budget, communications, 3-L
Steering, honor code revisions, general student concerns, designated driver
initiative issues, university representation, faculty committee issues,
alumni relations, and fundraising are
also projects that the S. B.A. is trying
to focus on.
In addition to focusing on all
of the regular S.B.A. duties, the S.B.A.
has also decided that it was time to
revise the S.B.A. Constitution this
year. This is NOT an easy task.
There are many places where the
Constitution is inconsistent and outdated. Also, the Constitution is not
gender neutral. The section of the
Constitution that refers to The Forum
is only a SMALL piece of the whole
document. Unfortunately, issues
regarding this section have received a
lot of ~~press" and premature attention. Although the Constitution has

not posted their proposed changes,
some students have chosen to "jump
the gun" and contest changes that
have not even been made yet. Renee'
George, the chair of the Constitution
Revision Committee, and I have
offered to allow some individuals
interested in The Forum to assist the
committee in trying to come up with
a mutually acceptable proposal.
Hopefully, S.B.A.'s attempt to work
with these individuals will allow the
whole process to move along with
less tension and stress in the future.
As for articles that have been
written about the S.B.A. recently ...!
think this is evidence enough that we
are not controlling the CONTENT of
the paper! I concede that as elected
officials we should expect to be covered in the press. I, however, expect
those articles, like all articles, to be
fair and accurate. In addition, I
appreciate that reporters of The Forum
are interested in what the S. B.A. is
doing, but believe that other organizations and events should be receiving equal attention and coverage.
So, please, I ask all parties to
put everything behind us and allow
everyone to focus on other areas and
issues that concern the whole school.
Christine Drager
SBA President
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Toward an non-PC
university
By Michele R. Murrin
Assistant Editor
"Untutored devotion to the
concept of neutrality can lead to invocation or approval of results which
partake not simply of that noninterference and noninvolvement with the
religious which the Constitution commands, but of a brooding and pervasive dedication to the secular and passive, or even active, hostility to the
religious." -Justice Goldberg, as
quoted by Chief Justice Burger in

Wallace v. Jaffree.
This untutored devotion to
neutrality which Justice Goldberg
warned about extends today far
beyond the realm of religious beliefs.
Today, it is politically correct to
accept whatever topic that you even
may be antithetically against simply
because it is a view different from
your own. Surprisingly enough, this
"theory" could even be found in our
own law school ethics class. Many of
us were probably expecting a theme
along the lines of "know what you
believe and have the courage to stand
up for it." On the contrary, the main
jist did not seem to have anything to
do with taking a stance. Even after
seeing movies like To Kill a
Mockingbird and watching Atticus
Fince be quite politically unpopular,
the actual course stressed that dissention was bad. There was an overwhelming thrust toward toleranceat all costs. Like Justice Goldberg

noted, such fence riding or "untutored devotion" can lead to the very
hostility which it originally sought to
avoid. In effect, the Court had to
make a choice as to what the
Constitution
would
allow.
Otherwise, the effect could have been
the absence of any religious freedom
at all. This seems best exemplified in
the Rush lyric, "Even if you choose
not to decide, you still have made a
choice."
I have noticed a popular
word increasingly used by the faculty
this year-"sexy" (in relation to
issues, of course). What ranks among
these sexy issues in society today?
Peculiarly enough, abortion is probably the "hottest" topic of all. It also is
associated with other such sexy topics
as parent/wife/child murder and
being "green." What ranks as taboo?
Really talking about inter-racial relations or discussing homosexuality.
Perhaps what we are really here to
learn is not how to "tolerate" others
views, but rather how to li-sten and
interact on a very honest and real
level. Perhaps with a little less politics. Perhaps with a little more
encouragement of others not to "be
correct," but to actually say what they
truly believe is right.
•
In a lighter sense, could you
imagine actually taking a stance for
wearing fur? I can't help but believe
that if it meant something to him,
Atticus would. A

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins."
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel" -- which means, "God with us."
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the
name Jesus.
Matthew 1: 18-25
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Assistant Registrar
By Robin King
Features Editor
Lisa Cannon currently holds the position of
Assistant to the Law Registrar, Joanne Albers. She
began working in this position in February of 1993.
Previously, Lisa worked as Publications Assistant
to the Law Review. She began in the Law Review
department in March of 1992. At that time, the flexibility in hours which was available enabled her to
still spend time with her family. Now, as Assistant
to the Law Registrar, she works full-time. Lisa has
many duties including helping Joanne with the
organization of registration packets, student handbooks, the student directory and semester booklists.
She aids in the administration of exams which is
almost always a very busy two week process! She
also compiles and inputs computer data relating to
registration and student information. Spring and
summer registration will be keeping Lisa extra
busy, as graduation is approaching and the VU
summer Program is adding Pueblo, Mexico. Lisa
says that "time goes by very quickly" in her job.
Lisa is also taking undergraduate classes, and
plans on getting a bachelor's degree, possibly in
Business Administration. She is currently writing a
sociology paper entitled "Women, Work and the
Family" which will explore the dual roles of
women in our society today. In the upcoming
spring and summer months, Lisa hopes to increase
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her course load.
Before joining the law school administration,
Lisa worked for eight years in direct sales, selling
Christmas and home decor. Lisa was a Regional
Manager for greater Northern Indiana. Lisa also
conducted workshops and trained new sales staff.
Lisa was so successful that she even won a trip to
Hawaii, for exceeding sales goals.
Lisa holds a broker's license in real estate which
she earned in 1981, two years after obtaining her
real estate license. Lisa spent ten years in real
estate, working for a Century 21 franchise in
Hobart, Indiana. Lisa loved her work in real estate,
especially the opportunity to constantly meet new
people, but it required many weekends and
evenings away from her family. She keeps her broker's license current, and still handles some referral
business. Someday she might like to have her own
real estate business.
Lisa and her husband Danny have three children: Amy, 18, Joshua, 13, and Chad, 11. Amy is a
freshman at Valparaiso University, while Joshua
and Chad both attend Benjamin Franklin Middle
School. Joshua and Chad are very active in baseball
and wrestling. Lisa's husband, Danny, is also very
involved in the boys activities and has coached
them in Uttle League Baseball for seven years. Usa
spends a great deal of time with her children and
does her best to manage her job, school and a family.

Lisa enjoys sewing and crafts, but reading is really her "first love." One of her favorite books is
"Little Women" because it is a story about love and
the importance of family. She enjoys traveling, and
has been to Hawaii twice. She has also taken a
Caribbean Cruise. Someday she would like to
return to Hawaii to visit the black beaches. Lisa
also speaks a little French, and would enjoy visiting ·
France someday.
Lisa really enjoys working at VU, and wants to
emphasize that there is an "open door policy"
regarding the Registration Office. She strongly
believes in preserving the personal, friendly and
helpful atmosphere of a small university. She
enjoys getting to know students and is always
available to help with any questions or concerns we
might have. Lisa likes working with people and
wants to encourage all students to stop by and visit.
The students at VU are very lucky to have Lisa.
The time, energy and sincerity she has devoted to
her work and the law students is very much appreciated. A
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Profs. Laura Dooley and J oEllen Lind
Legal Superheroes?
3) Exercise

By Mike Glisson
Staff Writer

Dooley: None, walking to the fridge

Wonder twin powers activate
- Form of - Civ Pro Geniuses. Pr.
Dooley and Pr. Lind are the hottest
combo at Valparaiso. These Civ-Pro
socratic behemoths have intimidated
students for years. Laypersons flee,
students run scared, and fellow professors can only admire these legal
superheroes. Finally, a daring double
interview has shed some light into the
lives of this dynamic duo.

Lind: Step class, free
weights, loves bicep
curl (as evidenced
by her big pipes)
4) Hottest Actor
Dooley: James Spader
from "Sex, Lies, and
Videotape"

PROFESSOR LAURA DOOLEY:

The interview started out
with a little bit of background before
any suspect questions could be
brought in. This perky 34 year old
began her illustrious career at the
University of Arkansas, where she
double majored in mud wrestling and
station wagon repair. Okay- English
and Music (Piano) . Unfortunately,
she was one of the few women in the
Arkansas area not to get a date with
President Clinton. Not to be let
down, she continued her quest for a
law degree at Washington University
in St. Louis, Missouri. She actually
taught Civ Pro while in law school
since she knew more than the profs.
In her 5th year at Valparaiso,
she claims to "love" civil procedure.
''It's all about power and I'm power
hungry" she said jokingly but with a
hint of seriousness. As everyone
knows, her partner in crime is Pr.
Lind. She said she likes Lind because
she is funny, smart, articulate, an
incredible professor and on top of
that has perfect hair length with no
split ends. When asked about her
classroom pet peeves, she said nothing really bothers her except people
talking amongst themselves and students groaning when she says, "Turn
to Rule ... ". Don't worry about it
though, classroom behavior only
accounts for 50% of the grade.
Asked about what the legal
profession holds for her in the future,
she said she just wants to be rich and
famous. Not really - she is really
motivated to write (possibly in a legal
magazine) and would like to be a
"Pundit" or in a legal show similar to
"Crossfire". Private practice is not in
her plans.
Who says Law Professors
aren't romantic?
Back in the
Arkansas days, she fell in love with a
fellow English major. Even though
she had been dating another boy for
about one year, she fell in love with
this Romeo/Mountain Man named
Ron while in an English class. She
claims it was "love at first site". (At
least for her, Ron said he was looking
at the girl over Laura's shoulder but
he got stuck with Laura) After dumping her poor, innocent boyfriend
(which incidentally happens to every
male at least once in his life), her and
Ron hit it off. She married him at age
23 and has now been happily married
for 11 years. They have a 6 year old
daughter, Sarah, who is currently tak-

Lind: James Spader
from "Sex, Lies, and
• Videotape"
"Laura stole him
from me. I saw him
first!"

Professors Joellen Lind and Laura
Dooley enjoy a break from their civil
procedure classes.

5) Sports Team
Dooley: Arkansas
Razorbacks

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER HEDGES

ing personal jurisdiction by phonics.
PROFESSOR JOELLEN LIND

This already legendary professor began her career at Stanford
University in California, where she
majored in surfing and bikini wear.
Okay, maybe not. She, like the
Doolster, double majored - History
and Humanities. Not to be outdone
by Dooley, she also searched for higher education and ended up at UCLA,
where she received her law degree.
She graduated in 1975 which makes
her 44 years old. That's right, 44 big
ones! This old bird was the first
woman ever to graduate from a law
school. Just teasing. (44 - You
wouldn't have thunk it! She looks
like a high school cheerleader)
She was recruited to the
Valpo staff 4 years ago. She was
teaching at the University of Utah
when she put her impressive resume
on the market. Like Dooley, (Notice
the Valpo paragraph comparison
style can be used in all contexts)
Professor Lind also fell in love at first
site, but with Valparaiso.
Pr.
Bodensteiner, Gromley, and Levinson
all interviewed her and they just
clicked. That same night, she was
invited to join the Valpo staff as Bodie
declared her admissible under Valpo
Rule of Ev #200. Soon thereafter she
met her fellow superhero, Pr. Dooley,
who at the time was teaching 2 Civpro sections and was inundated with
students. Pr. Lind picked up the
other half and the rest is history.
Lind loves teaching civ pro.
She claims that "Federalism is sexy!"
She just loves the entire framework of
the court system and enjoys teaching
it. She also had nice things to say
about her counterpart. "Pr. Dooley is
a wonderful person, bright, funny,
creative, and has cool clothes. I also

approve of her hair length. No Really, we have a lot of the same
interests and philosophies so we really hit it off." Lind's classroom pet
peeves are really none. However, she
does want the students to know that
she "sees everything you do, so be
careful." She knows when you are
prepared just by looking at you, so
you are not fooling anyone.
Pr. Lind is a single mother
who has a "wonderful" 16 year old
daughter, Erin. Lind is crazy about
her. But Single, Schmingle. This Prof
has been dating the hottest catch in
Valpo for the last 2 years, Orville
Redenbacher. She and "Orvy" have
been enjoying the benefits of free
microwavable popcorn every night.
That guy parties. Okay, Orville is just
her friend. But she has been dating a
local attorney from Hepner & Wagner
for the past 3 years.

Lind and Dooley Favorites:
1) Supreme Ct Justice
Dooley: Current = Stevens - strong
sense of fairness
All Time = Brennan Opinions are well-thought
Lind:
Current = Ginsburg Feminist theory
All Time = Warren - Brown v.
Bd of Education (moralist)
2) Character on Happy Days
Dooley: Potzi - "My husband once
double dated with Potzi."
(I
don't think her husband actually
dated Potzi,
though.)
"I don't think Joellen will
know what Happy Days is!"
Lind:

The Fonz - He is cool

Lind: White Sox "a
working class, South
Side team"
6) Idol
Dooley: Woody Allen (Her husband
actually used Woody Allen movie
lines to attract her, what a nerd!)
Lind: Pr. Dooley
8) Time past Midnight
Dooley: Once stayed out til 3:00 at
Jackson's with students who
won her Halloween bid night.
(Nutty!)
Lind: Watching the Nebraska
wrestling
channel
(What
a
partier!)
CHOOSE

1) Gilligan or Skipper
Dooley: "Gilligan, the underdog"
Lind: "Gilligan"
2) Oprah or Donahue
Dooley: "Oprah, she's a woman,
just teasing"
Lind: "Oprah, Phil is too earnest"
3) Cruise or Gere
Dooley: "Cruise, why not?"
Lind: "None, both are dogs"
4) Jordan or Pippen
Dooley: "Pippen, Arkansas"
Lind: "Pippen, I'm tired of
Jordan"
5) 1Ls 2Ls or 3Ls
Dooley: "1Ls are fun, 2Ls are cute,
and 3Ls rule"
Lind: "1Ls are confused, 2Ls are
numb, 3Ls are cynical"

